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WHAT  IT  IS 


I 


The  Interchurch  World 
Movement  of  North  America 

THOROUGH-GOING  plan  of  cooperatiOTi 


between  evangelical  churches  in  North  Amer- 


ica in  their  entire  educational  and  missionary  pro- 
gram at  home  and  abroad — this  is  the  central 
organizing  principle  of  the  Interchurch  World 
Movement  of  North  America. 

Many  allied  nations  have  cooperated  in  the  war 
without  losing  their  individuality  or  sovereignty. 
Surely  the  Christian  churches  can  do  as  much  in 
order  to  take  possession  of  their  unoccupied  fields 
and  hasten  the  coming  of  Christ’s  Kingdom 
throughout  the  earth. 

Multitudes  of  Christian  people  have  been  feel- 
ing more  deeply  than  ever  before  that  the  only 
fundamental  and  final  solution  of  all  the  great 
problems  now  confronting  the  world,  is  the 
Christian  solution.  Permanent  peace  among  na- 
tions must  depend  upon  a miraculous  expansion 
of  Christianity.  The  friction  between  capital  and 
labor  can  only  be  removed  when  the  New  Testa- 
ment principles  concerning  the  rights  and  respon- 
sibilities of  both  labor  and  capital  are  accepted. 
Every  moral  problem  is  primarily  a religious  prob- 
lem. Christ  for  all  of  life  and  for  every  life  must 
be  the  goal  of  the  church. 

The  conviction  has  also  been  deepening  that 
since  the  churches  can  do  so  much  more  by  work- 
ing together  than  they  can  do  by  working  without 
intelligent  regard  to  each  other,  it  is  their  clear 
duty  to  cooperate  to  the  fullest  possible  extent. 
This  duty  has  come  to  multitudes  of  earnest 
Christians  as  a profoimd  moral  and  spiritual  obli- 


gation.  Forward-looking  leaders  of  the  church  in 
every  part  of  North  America  have  felt  that  some 
new  measure  of  chixrch  cooperation  was  both  im- 
perative and  inevitable.  The  Interchurch  World 
Movement  seems  to  be  the  answer  to  their  long- 
ing and  their  prayer. 

Though  this  desire  for  some  comprehensive 
program  of  cooperation  was  so  generally 
expressed,  the  first  definite  official  action  looking 
towards  a practical  plan  was  taken  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  of 
the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Nashville.  At  their  call,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  representatives  of  the  home  and  for- 
eign mission  boards  of  North  America  met  at  25 
Madison  Avenue,  New  York  City,  on  December 
17,  1918,  for  an  entire  day  of  conference  and 
prayer  concerning  this  one  question — the  duty  of 
closer  cooperation  between  the  churches.  The 
conviction  in  that  conference  seemed  to  be  gen- 
eral that  the  hour  had  come  for  such  a develop- 
ment. Not  a single  voice  was  raised  during  the 
entire  day  in  opposition  to  the  proposal  for  a 
closer  cooperation  of  the  churches.  It  was  there- 
fore decided  to  appoint  a representative  committee 
of  twenty  persons  to  outline  a plan  and  present  it 
to  the  various  conferences  of  church  leaders  that 
would  be  in  session  during  the  following  month  of 
January.  Much  time  and  prayer  were  given  to 
working  out  this  plan,  which  has  since  received 
the  endorsement  of  the  following  boards  and  inter- 
denominational agencies : 

Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North  America. 

Federation  of  Women’s  Boards  of  Foreign  Missions  of  North 
America. 

Home  Missions  Council. 


Council  of  Women  for  Home  Missions. 

Committee  on  Cooperation  in  Latin  America. 

Laymen’s  Missionary  Movement. 

Missionary  Education  Movement. 

Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America. 

World’s  Simday  School  Association. 

International  Sunday  School  Association. 

Sunday  School  Council  of  Evangelical  Denominations  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

Council  of  Church  Boards  of  Education. 

World  Christian  Endeavor  Union. 

United  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor. 

American  Tract  Society. 

American  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Society. 

American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society. 

Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Christian  Woman’s  Board  of  Missions. 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 
Commission  on  Missions  of  the  National  Council  of  Congre- 
gationalists. 

American  Missionary  Association. 

Congregational  Home  Mission  Society. 

Congregational  Church  Building  Society. 

Congregational  Sunday  School  Extension  Society. 

Foreign  Christian  Missionary  Society  (Disciples  of  Christ) . 
American  Christian  Missionary  Society  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Disciples. 

Association  for  the  Promotion  of  Christian  Unity  of  Disciples. 
Board  of  Ministerial  Relief  of  the  Disciples. 

National  Benevolent  Association  (Disciples  of  Christ) . 

Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States. 

American  Friends  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Board  of  Home  Missions  Five  Years’  Meeting  of  Friends. 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Five  Years*  Meeting  of  the  Friends 
in  America. 

Joint  Centenary  Commission  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(North  and  South) . 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Society  of  the  United  Brethren  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  Among 
the  Heathen  (Moravian  Church  in  America) . 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America  (North) . 

Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America  (North) . 

Woman’s  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America  (North). 


(List  of  endorsem&niSt  continued) 

Woman’s  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America. 

Foreign  Board  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
(South) . 

Home  Missions  Board  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  (South). 

Committee  of  Christian  Education  and  Ministerial  Relief  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  (South) . 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
Freedman’s  Board  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
Convocation  Committee  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States. 

Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States. 

United  Missionary  and  Stewardship  Committee  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

General  Board  of  Administration  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ. 
Executive  Committee  of  Home  Missions  of  the  United  Brethren 
in  Christ. 

Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  United  Evangelical 
Church. 

Board  of  Church  Extension  of  the  United  Evangelical  Church. 

The  main  features  of  the  plan  are  five  in 
number: 

1.  A United  Study  of  the  World  Field. 
County  by  coimty  in  this  country  and  district  by 
district  in  foreign  lands,  it  is  proposed  that  the 
exact  facts  be  discovered  to  the  end  that  the 
needs  of  each  community  and  region  may  be 
appraised  and  the  whole  task  of  the  church  put 
in  clear  light  and  due  proportion. 

2.  A United  Budget.  On  the  basis  of  the  world 
survey  it  is  proposed  that  a joint  budget  be  made, 
every  item  of  which  shall  approve  itself  to  the 
judgment  of  the  several  mission  boards,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  work  of  each  board,  and  have 
the  approval  of  a strong  interdenominational 


committee  aided  by  experts  in  the  various  fields 
covered,  this  committee  to  review  and  harmonize 
the  details.  While  this  budget  will  be  for  one 
year,  it  will  take  account  of  needs  for  five  years. 

3.  A United  Cultivation  of  the  Home  Church. 
In  order  to  bring  the  facts  contained  in  the 
surveys  to  the  attention  of  the  people  and  to 
widen  their  vision  and  deepen  their  interest  there 
will  be  a nation-wide  field  campaign  and  special 
attention  will  be  given  in  the  whole  Movement 
to  missionary  information,  Bible  study,  religious 
education,  stewardship,  life  service  and  the  deep- 
ening of  the  prayer  life  of  the  church. 

4.  A United  Financial  Appeal.  During  a given 
number  of  days  at  some  period  in  1920  it  is  pro- 
posed that  the  50,000,000  people  constituting  the 
Protestant  constituency  of  America  be  asked, 
community  by  community,  to  underwrite  the 
united  budget  for  the  year  ahead,  payment  of 
pledges  to  be  made  week  by  week  through  cus- 
tomary church  channels.  There  will  be  a united 
treasury  to  care  for  undesignated  gifts.  Many 
have  asked  what  the  total  of  the  anticipated 
united  budget  will  be.  Not  even  an  estimate  can 
now  be  made.  Only  when  the  world  survey  is 
completed,  with  its  painstaking  examination  of 
every  section  of  the  field  and  its  balancing  of 
obligations,  can  a figure  be  named. 

6.  A United  Program  of  Work.  It  is  proposed 
that  this  plan  shall  carry  the  steadily  growing 
cooperation  of  recent  years  in  the  mission  field 
on  to  the  point  of  the  most  complete  coordination 
which  the  conditions  of  our  separate  organizations 
permit.  Funds  secured  will  be  expended  with 
detailed  regard  to  the  requirements  of  fraternal 
cooperation. 


IT  is  proposed  that  the  whole  broad  field  of  mis- 
sions be  covered,  including  home  and  foreign 
missions  in  aU  their  branches,  Christian  education 
in  all  its  aspects  and  Simday  school  interests  of 
every  type.  Interdenominational  agencies  of  the 
types  above  indicated  are  included  to  the  end  that 
there  may  be  close  cooperation  between  all 
forces. 

In  order  that  the  earliest  possible  beginning 
may  be  made  upon  the  exacting  task  involved  in 
these  proposals,  a preliminary  organization  has 
been  effected  by  the  agencies  above  named,  and 
beginnings  made  in  blocking  out  needful  plans. 
All  directors  and  officials  of  mission  boards  have 
been  asked  to  cooperate  and  have  generously 
responded. 

As  will  be  seen,  it  is  not  possible  at  this  stage 
to  speak  authoritatively  concerning  all  the  details 
of  the  plan.  Much  thought  and  conference,  how- 
ever, have  been  given  to  the  many  questions  in- 
volved in  organization,  survey,  publicity,  inform- 
ing and  inspiring  the  church,  budget-making, 
canvass,  method  of  payment,  relation  to  special 
denominational  plans  now  in  progress,  etc.  It  is 
the  Committee’s  conviction  that  a practical  and 
equitable  solution  can  be  found  for  each  problem 
involved. 

A conference  of  representatives  of  cooperating 
agencies  was  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  30- 
May  1,  followed  by  an  all-day  meeting  of  the 
General  Committee  of  the  Movement.  Both  of 
these  meetings  were  largely  attended;  the  deep- 
est interest  was  manifested  throughout;  the  dis- 
cussions were  frank,  full  and  helpful  and  all 
actions  taken  were  positively  unanimous.  The 


feeling  was  general  that  the  Movement  represents 
the  deepest  longing  of  the  churches,  that  its 
ideals  are  the  worthiest  and  that  the  general 
plans  thus  far  announced  are  entirely  feasible. 
The  Findings  of  the  Cleveland  Conference  are 
printed  in  Leaflet  No.  21. 

PARTICULAR  interest  is  also  felt  in  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  proposed  union  of  effort  is 
to  be  for  a single  year  or  for  a series  of  years. 
Manifestly  this  will  be  for  the  organizations  con- 
cerned to  answer  in  the  light  of  experience.  We 
express  our  hope  that  this  will  prove  the  first  of 
a long  series  of  years  of  such  cooperative  effort. 
The  central  and  impelling  motive  of  the  whole 
proposal  is  that  we  shall  so  join  our  forces  as  to 
put  the  enthusiasm,  the  intelligence  and  the  devo- 
tion of  American  Protestantism  solidly  behind  the 
world  task  in  which  we  have  thus  far  fallen  so 
far  short  of  our  duty.  Only  thus  can  we  secure 
adequate  enlistment  of  our  young  men  and 
women  in  the  heroic  sacrifices  of  Christian  lead- 
ership. Only  thus  can  we  secure  adequate  funds 
for  such  a program  as  is  demanded  by  fidelity 
to  Christ  and  his  kingdom. 

The  plan  is  submitted  to  the  evangelical  de- 
nominations of  America  with  the  urgent  request 
that  it  be  the  theme  of  careful  thought  and  be- 
lieving prayer. 


The  following  constitute  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  the  Movement: 


F.  W.  Ayer,  William  B.  Millar, 

Chairman  Recording  Secretary 

Fred  B.  Smith,  George  M.  Fowles, 

Vice-Chairman  Treasurer 

S.  Earl  Taylor,  General  Secretary 


J.  Y.  Aitchison 
Henry  J.  Allen 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Allen 
Stonewall  Anderson 
W.  B.  Anderson 
Alfred  W.  Anthony 
Henry  A.  Atkinson 
John  Willis  Baer 
E.  P.  Bailey 
Rhodes  S.  Baker 
Stephen  Baker 
A.  R.  Bartholomew 
W.  B.  Beauchamp 
Belle  H.  Bennett 
Mrs.  Fred  S.  Bennett 
J.  F.  Berry 
Edgar  Blake 
H.  A.  Boaz 
Gilbert  H.  Brink 
Charles  A.  Brooks 
Arthur  J.  Brown 

C.  S.  Brown 
Frank  L.  Brown 
Edmund  de  S.  Brunner 
William  Jennings  Bryan 
Charles  E.  Burton 
Mrs.  John  S.  Bussing 
Helen  B.  Calder 
Mrs.  H.  O.  Campbell 
James  H.  Causey 
Wm.  I.  Chamberlain 
E.  B.  Chappell 
George  W.  Clintmi 
Eliza  P.  Cobb 
L.  J.  Coleman 
Mrs.  F.  G.  Cook 
A.  E.  Cory 
Mabel  Cratty 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Cronk 
Josephus  Daniels 
Dean  Carroll  Davis 
Dwight  H . Day 
William  Horace  Day 
William  T.  Demarest 
W.  E.  Doughty 
Frank  C.  Dunn 
Lucius  R.  Eastman 
Jolm  J.  Eagan 
David  M.  Edwards 


Mrs.  William  H.  Farmer 
Fred  B.  Fisher 

D.  D.  Forsyth 

Har^  Emerson  Fosdick 
William  Hiram  Foulkes 
W.  H.  G.  Gould 
Ross  A.  Hadley 
Fred  P.  Haggard 
Ernest  F.  Hall 
John  W.  Hancher 
Ralph  W.  Harbison 
A.  W.  Harris 
Mrs.  Ida  W.  Harrison 
William  I.  Haven 
WUl  H.  Hays 
Mabel  Head 
Hugh  A.  Heath 
Hubert  C.  Herring 
Edgar  P.  HiU 
Margaret  E.  Hodge 
Robert  M.  Hopkins 
S.  S.  Hough 
George  B.  Himtingtoa 
S.  G. 'Inman 
George  Innes 
J.  Albert  Johnson 
Clyde  R.  Joy 
Robert  L.  KeUy 
J.  W.  Kinnear 
Mrs.  DeWitt  Knox 
William  E.  Lampe 
Walter  B.  Lashar 
Marion  Lawrence 
John  B.  Leimon 
R.  A.  Long 
W.  E.  McCulloch 
W.  L.  McDowell 
Mrs.  W.  F.  McDoweU 
Homer  McMillan 
F.  J.  McConnell 
W.  F.  McMurry 
Charles  S.  MacFarland 
John  A.  Marquis 
Carl  E.  MiUiken 
L.  Wilbur  Messer 
R.  H.  Miller 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Montgomery 

E.  C.  Morris 
John  R.  Mott 


A.  R.  Nicol 
Thomas  Nicolson 

B.  B.  Olcott 
Frank  W.  Padelford 
Cornelius  H.  Patton 
Mrs.  Henry  W.  Peabody 
George  Wharton  Pepper 

C.  H.  Phillips 
W.  W.  Pinson 
Daniel  A.  Poling 
Charles  H.  Pratt 
Mrs.  Charles  Prescott 
H.  O.  Pritchard 

G.  B.  Raitt 
Lewis  T.  Reed 
Fleming  H.  Revell 
Leonard  W.  Riley 
Raymond  Robins 
C.  E.  Schaeffer 
W.  A.  Shanklin 
Frank  M.  Sheldon 

Mrs.  May 


A.  C.  SiddaU 
Robert  B.  Speer 
James  M.  Speers 
J.  B.  S.  SpiUman 
John  T.  Stone 
John  Timothy  Stone 
Warren  S.  Stone 
Herman  F.  Swartz 
Henry  H.  Sweets 
Graham  Taylor 
David  W.  Teachout 
F.  P.  Turner 
Charles  R.  Watson 
George  T.  Webb 
H.  H.  Weber 
Fred  A.  Wells 
Mrs.  Katherine  Westfall 
Charles  L.  White 
J.  Campbell  White 
Herbert  L.  WiUett 
L.  B.  Wolf 

Woodruff  / 


See  also  the  following  additional  leaflets  regarding  the  Inter- 
church  World  Movement; 

No.  4,  “Its  Origin,  Purposes  and  Plans.” 

No.  8,  “Its  Organization,  with  Suggestions  for  Its  Develop- 
ment and  Methods  of  Operation.” 

No.  21,  “ Findings  of  the  Cleveland  Conference” 


No.  11.  II.  25.  May  1919. 


